
Conversations on the Journey 
from the December 25 2023 and January 1, 2023 Bulletins 

 

From the December 25, 2022 Bulletin 

 

The origin of The Twelve Days of Christmas 

 

The twelve days of Christmas begin on Christmas Day and 

end on the Epiphany, January 6. It is celebrated at Mass 

this year on Sunday January 8. The song was originally 

composed with a serious purpose. 

 

At the time this song was written, Catholics in England 

were prohibited from practicing their faith by law (private 

or public). For hundreds of years, it was a crime to be a 

Catholic Christian in England. 

 

"The Twelve Days of Christmas" was written as a "catechism song" to help young Catholics 

learn elements of their faith. It served as a memory aid. For being caught with anything in 

writing, indicating that you were following the Catholic faith, could get you imprisoned …or 

worse. 

 

The gifts in the song are hidden meanings to teachings of the faith. The "true love" in the song 

refers to God. The "me" who receives the presents, refers to every baptized person. 

 

Other hidden meanings in the song: 

 

A partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Jesus Christ as symbolically 

represented by a mother partridge protecting her helpless nestlings. Luke 13:34 recounts the 

words of Christ: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 

you, how many times I yearned to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood 

under her wings, but you were unwilling!” 

 

2 Turtle Doves are the Old and New Testaments. 

 

Next week I’ll list the other 10 “Days of Christmas” with their meaning. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Deacon Tim 

 

  



Conversations on the Journey 
from the December 25 2023 and January 1, 2023 Bulletins 

 

From the January 1, 2023 Bulletin 

 
The origin of the Twelve Days of Christmas continued… 

 

 

 

Last week’s column shared some of the history behind The 

Twelve Days of Christmas song and that it was originally 

composed with a serious purpose. 

 

 

 

To recap, the "true love" in the song refers to God, and "me" is who receives the presents, 

referring to every baptized person. (See last week’s bulletin for the meaning of the first two 

days of Christmas.) 

 

3 French Hens are the Theological Virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity 

 

4 Calling Birds are the Four Gospels and four Evangelists 

 

5 Golden Rings are the first Five Books of the Old Testament, the "Pentateuch", which gives 

the history of man's fall from grace 

 

6 Geese A-laying are the six days of creation (highlighting life) 

 

7 Swans A-swimming are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and the seven sacraments 

 

8 Maids A-milking are the eight beatitudes  

 

9 Ladies Dancing are the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit 

 

10 Lords A-leaping are the ten commandments 

 

11 Pipers Piping are the eleven faithful apostles 

 

12 Drummers Drumming are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle's Creed 

 

A continued Merry Christmas! 

 

Deacon Tim 

 


